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Premier Ed Stelmach
Hon. Gene Zwozdesky, Minister of Health and Wellness

307 Legislature Building
323 Legislature Building

10800 – 97 Avenue
10800 – 97 Avenue

Edmonton, AB   T5K 2B6
Edmonton, AB  T5K 2B6

Dear Mr. Stelmach and Mr. Zwozdesky:
I am a resident of [NAME OF YOUR COMMUNITY], and I am writing to express my desire to see Alberta Hospital Edmonton redeveloped as originally planned by the former Capital Health Region. While I am grateful that 246 beds will not be closed at Alberta Hospital Edmonton, as was originally planned, I am upset that the plan to redevelop the hospital as a whole appears to have been cancelled. 

Alberta Hospital Edmonton is recognized as a world-class facility with more than 160 innovative and successful mental health programs. Alberta needs a new mental health plan that recognizes this fact and Alberta Hospital Edmonton needs to be redeveloped to ensure any new provincial mental health plan succeeds. 

I am also concerned about the plan to move the geriatric program at Alberta Hospital to another location, taking over long-term care beds that are in high demand. Alberta Hospital Edmonton is a centre of excellence in mental health treatment. I worry that the plan to remove the geriatric program from Alberta Hospital Edmonton represents the first step in a long-term plan to dismantle the hospital in its entirety.

Please ensure that the government redevelops Alberta Hospital Edmonton. The former Capital Health Region identified this project as a priority and an expert study from the University of Alberta estimated that closing just 100 beds at Alberta Hospital Edmonton would create a backlog of up to 700 patients in rural and urban long-term care facilities and local hospitals across the province every year. Losing Alberta Hospital Edmonton would be a major blow to mental health services and to the quality of our entire health care system.
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Mark Wells, AUPE
